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Abstract 
The present study explored the social representation of sexual violence, the prevailing attitudes, and sex, city of belonging, and 
school year effects. The sexual violence representation of our sample was characterized by opposing and often contradictory 
thoughts. Results suggested that in general, sexual violence has been considered as an “imposed sexual act with physical force” 
caused by lack of consideration other’s right. The sample describes as a possible cause of rape is a lack of consideration of 
human rights, whether a culture of sexuality improper.  Students of Ragusa than those of Catania have a stereotypical image of 
man "predator" and woman "prey" perhaps becauseof culture and system of values. Students believe that it is useful to adopt 
educational methods that promote respect for their own and others, but also the use of cruel punishment. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Theoretical Background 
Although still exists a difficulty in providing a clear definition of the phenomenon of sexual violence, the Centres 
for  Disease  Control  (2002)  of  the  United  States  define  rape  as  any  situation  in  which  a  person  forces  another  to  
intercourse  or  sexual  contact.  In  literature,  there  are  two  different  ways  to  interpret  the  phenomenon  of  sexual  
violence. According to many authors (Groth and Birmann 1990, Freud, 1905), rape is caused by internal factors, 
which are inherent in human nature. Freud (1905) for example, defines it as the consequence of a progressive 
increase of libidinal tension. 
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According to theories of social learning (Eysenck, 1978; Bushman,& Bonacci, 2002; Mulino & Linz, 1995), rape 
depends on external factors; this phenomenon is the result of social model’s understanding.However, sometimes 
conflicting views can appear. Some author (Mulino, & Linz, 1999;Eysenck, 1978) shows that the greater the 
exposure  to  violent  scenes  on  TV,  the  more  likely  it  is  to  have  a  violent  behaviour;  Bushman & Bonacci,  (2002)  
observed that exposure to violent scenes can weaken people's memory, producing no effects on their behaviour and 
their attitudes. 
In the field of social psychology, Baumeister (2002) offers a narcissistic reactance theory of rape and sexual 
coercion. The author emphasizes that the disputes are crucial in encouraging rape, in fact the context is decisive in 
causing sexual violence, rather narcissistic reactance can only induce rape. The issue of rape is connected with the 
processes of identity and social representation. Moscovici (1973) defines the social representation as “systems of 
values, ideas and practices with a two-fold function; first, to establish an order which will enable individuals to 
orientate themselves in their material and social world and to master it; secondly, to enable communication to take 
place amongst members of a community by providing them with a code for social exchange and a code for naming 
and classifying unambiguously the various aspects of their world and their individual and group history”(p. xiii). 
Licciardello, and Sgroi, (1992) investigated the social representations of sexual violence in adolescents. The 
research results show that adolescents consider sexual violence especially the relations imposed by physical force, 
even by their partner. Another research with Sicilian students (Castiglione, Licciardello, Rampullo,& Scolla, 2002) 
explored the possible causes of sexual violence, results shown that male compared to female students attributed the 
provocative posture of the victim as the main cause of sexual violence.  
Sexual violence has direct effects (Dansky, Brewerton, Kilpatrick, & O'Neil, 1997; Lesserman, Li, Drossman, 
Toomey, Nachman, & Glogau, 1997; Griffin, Resick, & Mechanic, 1997; Ford, 1997) and secondary victimization 
effects, which is psychological reactions and the attempt to justify sexual violence, for example the beliefs that the 
cause of sexual violence is the victim provocation (Traverso, & Marzi,  1986; De Grada, & Ercolani, 1987, 1989a, 
1989b). 
In relation to what has been mentioned, a fundamental role is attributed to prevention intended as education, that 
is realized through a collaborative work in a relation that gives value to everyone’s potential. Prevention, in its 
physiological and educational sense, means to have as a primary objective the elaboration of the effective meanings 
of experiences to improve the consciousness of itself and support the development. That can bring to encourage the 
deepening of psychological motivations that can lead to a misinterpretation or to a behavior that goes against the 
development (Maggiolini, & Charmet, 2004; Castiglione, Licciardello, Mauceri, & Rampullo, 2012). 
2. Hypothesis  
This study has explored the representations of sexual violence and the impact of the context of belonging in 
secondary schools students from two Sicilian cities. We specifically assumed that the sociological variables sex, city 
of residence, and level of education, affected the representations of sexual violence. 
3. Methodology 
3.1. Participants 
The sample consisted of 120 high school students, divided equally according to gender, to place of residence and 
to classroom attended, with an average age of years 16.12 (SD 1.95) (range 13-19). 
3.2. Measures
To check the degree of impact of the variables we used the following instruments: a questionnaire, and rating 
scales. We used background questions to find out socio-cultural characteristics of the subjects; To analyse the social 
representations of rape we used seven rating scales, student’s responses were rated on a 7-point Likert scale about: 
the representation of sexual violence; the representation of the causes of rape; and the prevention of sexual violence. 
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3.3. Preliminary Data Processing 
We have used the following statistical analysis: Analysis of Variance (with n. factors within) related to the 
comparison of the results regarding the Likert scales; Students’ t-test for Independent Samples to verify the 
incidence of independent variables. The data analysis has been performed through the software SPSS 20 for 
Windows. 
4. Results 
4.1. The representation of sexual violence 
The data analysis of the rating scales showed that most of the students have a representation of sexual violence as  
[Manova (with 7 factors within)F (6.714)=78.27; p<.001]: act of complete sexual (M=6.16SD=1.73), or libidinal 
contact of various kinds (M=5.39SD=1.73) imposed by physical force(M=5.31 SD=1.77). 
Scores overlapped to the mid-point are awarded to the items that define the abuse as an exchange for benefits 
(M=4.06SD=2.12), and a form of exhibitionism (M=3.91SD=2.01).
Scored significantly lower than the mid-point are assigned to the remaining items that define sexual violence as a 
violence that the victim initially refused and to which progressively involved (M=3.33SD=1.857) and a voyeuristic 
attitude (M=3.17SD=1.91) respectively. 
The other variables considered in progress analysis did not affect the representation of sexual violence. 
4.2. The representation of the causes of rape 
With regard to the representation of the causes of rape the sample generally has attributed all items proposed  
with scores slightly above the mid-point [Manova (with 7 factors within), F (6.714)=2.70; p=.014)].In particular our 
students attributed scores slightly above the mid-point to: ambiguous behaviors by the victims (M=4.87 SD=1.56);
provocative attitudes of the victims (M=4.87 SD=1.90); a lack of consideration of human rights (M=4.57SD=1.84); 
"A conception of identity predatory" which translates to impose the sexual act to the partner (M=4.50SD=1.61); a 
superficial view of the sexual relationship (M=4.39 SD=1.94); a culture of sexuality improper (M=4.30 SD=1.81);
the idea that those who are "sexually libertine" is available anytime, with everyone " (M=4.13 SD=1.96).
In particular, differences were noted between the two Sicilian cities: high school students of Ragusa, in fact, 
have given significantly greater importance, compared to Catania students’, to the following causes: "A conception 
of identity predatory" which translates to impose the sexual act to the partner (Ragusa M=4.97SD=1.40 vs Catania 
M=4.03 SD=1.687;t=3.296p=.002); a lack of consideration of human rights (Ragusa M=5.05
SD=1.65vsCataniaM=4.08 SD=1.92; t=2.9604 p=.004); a superficial view of the sexual relationship (Ragusa 
M=5.12 SD=1.73 vs Catania M=3.67 SD=1.90;t=4.383 p <.001); the idea that those who are "sexually libertine" is 
available anytime, with everyone " (Ragusa M=4.48 SD=1.97 vs Catania M=3.78SD=1.92;t=1.974p=.048); a 
culture of sexuality improper (Ragusa M=4.68 SD=1.64 vs Catania M=3.92 SD=1.92; t=2.354 p=.021). 
The other variables considered in progress analysis did not affect the representation of sexual violence. 
4.3. Rating scales: the prevention of sexual violence 
Some articulation also presents the framework for the prevention of rape [Manova (with 8 factors within); F 
(7.833) =53.45; p< .001)]. 
With regard to the possibility of preventing rapes, students suggested different methods: the use of punishment 
(M=5.57SD=1.69) or to adopt educational methods that promote respect for their own and others (M=5.23SD=1.68) 
and also the use of behaviors and lifestyles substantially limit the freedom of the woman (M=4.90SD=1.82). 
Scores overlapped to the mid-point are awarded to the item regarding the implementation of educational 
programs aimed at overcoming the deficiencies sociocultural (M=4.24 SD=1.86). 
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Scored significantly lower than the mid-point are assigned to the remaining items: the overcoming of the 
ideology of competitiveness, for which the relationships are reduced to mere sexual relations of domination of the 
strong over the weak (M=3.50 SD=1.93); the prohibition of the dissemination of pornography (M=3.35 SD=1.99); 
the rediscovery of the moral and religious values in social and sexual mores (M=4.27 SD=1.87); it’s not possible to 
prevent it (M=2.55 SD=1.81) 
Significant differences were found with regard to the level of studies. In fact, the first year high school students, 
more than those of fifth year appreciate the following preventive strategies: the rediscovery of the moral and 
religious values in social and sexual mores (1styearM=4.05 SD=1.74 vs5thyearM=2.50 SD=1.68; t=4.96p<.001);the 
overcoming of the ideology of competitiveness, for which the relationships are reduced to mere sexual relations of 
domination of the strong over the weak (1styearM=4.10 SD=1.95 vs5thyearM=2.90 SD=1.75; t=3.56 p<.001);the 
prohibition of the dissemination of pornography (1styearM=3.85 SD=2.20 vs 5thyearM=2.85 SD=1.66; t=2.83 
p=.004); the implementation of educational programs aimed at overcoming the deficiencies sociocultural 
(1styearM=4.72 SD=1.75 vs5thyearM=3.77 SD=1.87; t=2.88p=.005). 
Girl students, compared to male students, assigned significantly higher scores to the prohibition of the 
dissemination of pornography (Female M=3.82SD=1.88 vs Male M=2.88SD=2.02;t=2.62 p=.008);  
5. Discussion And Conclusion 
The sexual violence representation of adolescents is characterized by opposing and often contradictory thoughts 
(Crespi, 2002). 
In line with the literature (Licciardello, & Sgroi, 1992), and with Center for Disease Control of the United States 
(2002) definition, sample mainly defines sexual violence as an act of complete sexual or libidinal contact of various 
kinds imposed by physical force. Students do not believe that rape is a sexual act nor imposed by their partner, nor a 
sexual act done to get favours, nor exhibitionism and voyeurism nor a sexual relationship initially unwilling to 
which gradually she decide.It has emerged a stereotypical representation of the raped woman in live with our 
previous research(Castiglione, Licciardello, Rampullo,& Scolla, 2012). 
The sample describes as a possible cause of rape is a lack of consideration of human rights, whether a culture of 
sexuality improper.  Students of Ragusa than those of Catania have a stereotypical image of man "predator" and 
woman "prey" perhaps as a result of culture and system of values, whereas value system seems to affect social 
representations (Licciardello, Castiglione, & Rampullo, 2011; Castiglione, Rampullo, & Licciardello, 2014). 
Students believe that it is useful to adopt educational methods that promote respect for their own and others, but also 
the use of cruel punishment. 
The results showed a stereotypical representation of sexual violence.It is needed to promoteprevention 
intervention within educational system with the family involvement (Montecchi, 2002). 
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